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Fiscal Year Summary by Case Type 

 
 
Injuries: 

 Division Category Case Date Date Entered Recordable Rx 
Medical ESH 

 ODD LDD ODD LDD 
 PD FNAL 5/06/2015 05/06/2015 Y  0 0 0 0  
 Medical Comments:  While testing a relief valve on a high pressure test bed vessel the valve tore 
loose flying into the air hitting the ceiling then hitting the employee in the head behind the right 
ear. 4 sutures were needed. Employee to ice and use OTC pain relief if needed. 
ESH Comments:  An employee was calibrating a high pressure relief valve for another division. 
The relief valve was mounted to the high pressure test vessel in the Proton Assembly Building 
Calibration shop with two reducing bushings (1”x ¾” and ¾” x ½”) made of stainless steel. The 
test pressure was brought up to 1,650psig, at which time the relief valve began to chatter rapidly, 
approximately 5 times, before it propelled upwards towards the corrugated metal ceiling. The 
relief valve dented the ceiling and fell, contacting the employee in the back of the head. The contact 
with the 4.42 lb. (approx. 9”x4”) relief valve caused a contusion and laceration requiring four 
sutures. The employee was standing approximately 3 feet away from the relief valve and wearing 
noise reducing ear muffs and prescription safety glasses. The employee secured the gas panel and 
cylinder, notated what occurred and went to medical. A HPI investigation team has started the 
investigation. This is a recordable injury and an ORPS SC2 Exposure to Hazardous Energy other 
than Electrical. 

 
Claims Pending: 

 Division Category Case Date Date Entered Recordable Rx 
Medical ESH 

 ODD LDD ODD LDD 
 PD FNAL 5/06/2015 05/06/2015 CP  0 0 0 0  
 Medical Comments:  Employee had a monitoring, re-test, and a confirming hearing test. Shows a 
STS in left ear. Claims does not wear protection for milling machine but uses otherwise when 
needed.  
ESH Comments:  Investigation pending. 

 
Vehicle Accidents: 
None 
 
 



 

ORPS/Incidents/Notices of Violations: 
The injury noted above is an ORPS – Significance Category 2 – Any unexpected or unintended 
personal contact with a hazardous energy source.  The Notification Report has been submitted and 
can be found here - http://www-esh.fnal.gov:8001/Occurr_Rep/2015/2015_0003.pdf.  A stop work 
order was issued for calibration of high pressure relief valves at Fermilab.  A team has been 
assigned and is investigating the incident and will provide corrective actions to prevent future 
occurrences.   
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*Please note that FermiDash Training page may not be accurate as it is actively being 
worked on. 
 

 


